WORLD POWER OR DOWNFALL

serving her ends, and wipe up Jugo-Slavia and Greece in one short
sharp campaign, even in face of British and (in the earlier phases)
French military and diplomatic power in the Middle East and
Eastern Europe, and with a Russian menace on her flank, who can
doubt that in the absence of British resistance it would not need a
great war for a major Power to secure the hegemony of the whole
Middle East and to open up the whole Indian Ocean to pressure?

A Middle East dominated by Russia is a conceivable basis for
the organization of world power. But a south-bound Russian
imperialism would hardly stop short at the Middle East. To turn
the major part of the Indian Ocean basin into a field of Russian
imperial influence, if not absorption, would almost certainly spell
a great war sooner or later. There is no point in throwing away the
British Empire solution in order to substitute one so sacrificial for
ourselves, so perilous for the world.

Another possibility, on paper, for the defence of the Middle
Eastern inter-theatre zone is a strong union of Muslim States,
from the Bosphorus and the Nile to Pakistan. But the Muslim
nations are no more naturally and permanently at one than are
the Christian nations. Egypt is as different from Afghanistan as
Britain is from either of them; and they are certainly less likely to
be cemented in durable alliance. Even if the dream were somehow
to come true, the whole Muslim Middle-Eastern bloc would not
together form a military Great Power unless it was backed by a
major industrial nation.

THE WORLD NEEDS THE EMPIRE

Thus, although we have now entertained rival hypotheses and
blurred our former clear-cut certainties, the original postulate of
Britain's survival as a Great Power has been seen to lead on by
logical stages to the need for an Eastern as well as an African
and an Atlantic empire. Once in the Indian Ocean, there is no
natural stopping place or defensible frontier until the other side
is reached. The Indian Ocean basin is one strategic unit. It cannot
be left wide open to the East, if the West is to be secure. Suez and
Aden imply Singapore. British Africa implies an India friendly to
Britain and unfriendly to her potential enemies.
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